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Come Celebrate 
Our Heroes
You’re invited to join the UNLV Alumni Association during the 
2009 “UNLV Superheroes” Homecoming celebrations (see box 
for full listing). During its annual dinner and silent auction, the 
association will recognize the heroes among us who are bringing 

honor to UNLV and making a difference in their communities. This year’s 
award recipients include:
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George J. 
Maloof, Jr.

George J. Maloof, 
Jr., a 1988 graduate 

of the William F. Harrah College of Hotel 
Administration, is best known as the driving 
force behind the Palms Casino Resort. He has 
established himself as a successful innovator 
in the hotel and gaming industries. 

Maloof opened his first casino in Central 
City, Colo., before returning to Las Vegas in 
1994 to open the Fiesta Casino. In 2001 he 
opened the 430-room Palms resort — host of 
the MTV Video Music Awards, NBA All-Star 
weekend, and the premiere of Ocean’s 13. 

A member of the UNLV Foundation 
Board of Trustees, Maloof is president of 
Maloof Casino Resorts, which owns and 
operates hotels throughout the Southwest 
and California. Along with his family, he 
also owns the Sacramento Kings and the 
Sacramento Monarchs.  
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Thalia 
Dondero

Thalia Dondero has 
been an education 

advocate throughout her career in public 
service and life in Las Vegas. She came 
to Las Vegas in 1942 and married the late 
Harvey Dondero, a teacher and school 
administrator, in 1945. Together they worked 
for years to improve the quality of education 
for their five children and Nevada’s youth.  

With encouragement from the late Maude 
Frazier, a school district superintendent, 
Dondero sought public office. She was the 
first female commissioner elected in Clark 
County, chairing the commission three 
times in her 10-year tenure. From 1996 
to 2008, Dondero served on the Nevada 
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Regents and chaired the board for two 
consecutive terms.

In 2007 UNLV awarded Dondero an 
honorary doctor of law degree for her 
commitment to education and the community. 
She now serves on the Summerlin Hospital 

Board of Trustees and the Bureau of Land 
Management Resource Advisory Council. 
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Bradley 
Donohue

Psychology professor Bradley Donohue 
is director of UNLV’s Achievement Center, 
a leading center for the investigation of 
family behavior therapy for substance 
abuse and its associated problems. A $4,000 
seed gift from the Alumni Association in 
1998 helped launch the center. 

Donohue has received the Western 
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Research Award, the UNLV Barrick Scholar 
Award for Distinguished Research, and 
the Alumni Association’s Student-Focused 
Award. He has directed projects funded by the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse, National 
Institute of Mental Health, and Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Administration. He 
is conducting research on HIV prevention 
and treatment for child-neglecting and drug-
abusing mothers and their families.  
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BUSINESS: Garren Sepede (’84 BS 

Finance), branch manager of Strategic 
Wealth Management Group

EDUCATION: Carolyn Goodman 
(’73 MS Counseling), president and 
founder, The Meadows School

ENGINEERING: Doa J. Meade (’98 BS 
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services, Las Vegas Valley Water District

FINE ARTS: Jerry Thompson 
(’01 BA Film Studies), director, 
cinematographer, and editor

HOTEL ADMINISTRATION: 
Bob Boughner, president and 
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SCHOOL OF LAW: Michael Higdon 
(’01 JD), law professor, University 
of Tennessee, Knoxville 

LIBERAL ARTS: Sam Lieberman 
(’96 BS Social Work), chair, 
Nevada State Democratic Party

URBAN AFFAIRS Julie A. Murray 
(’82 BA Communications, ’94 MA 
Communications), president & 
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Homecoming
Oct. 12-17 – Campus visits:  
Alumni can stop by any branch 
of the UNLV Libraries during 
homecoming week and receive a 
free gift. Contact Rhiannon Reynolds 
at 702-895-2235 for information.

Oct. 12 – Kickoff: Join the official 
start of homcoming at the Student 
Union’s Pida Plaza. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Oct. 12 – Alumni Golf Tournament: 
Tee off at Bear’s Best Las Vegas to 
benefit the Fred C. Albrecht Tribute 
Scholarship Endowment. Registration,  
11:30 a.m. Shotgun start, 1 p.m.

Oct. 15 – Rally: Join the football 
team, marching band, and 
Rebel Girls on the North Field 
for the annual rally. 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 16 – Rebel Red Day: Show 
your pride and join this citywide 
celebration by wearing your Rebel red. 

Oct. 16 – Alumni Cocktail Reception 
and Dinner: Activities include a silent 
auction benefitting scholarships 
and recognition of annual honorees. 
Cocktails, 6 p.m. Dinner, 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 17 – Parade: The parade 
will wind its way around Sam 
Boyd Stadium. 5 p.m.

Oct. 17 – Football Tailgate and Game: 
UNLV hosts Utah at Sam Boyd 
Stadium. Tailgate, 4 p.m. Kickoff,  
7 p.m. For game tickets, call 702-
739-3267 or visit unlvtickets.com.

Visit homecoming.unlv.edu for a 
complete listing of activities.

More Fall Events
Sept. 23 – Barrick Lecture: 
Featuring author, satirist, and 
radio personality Garrison Keillor. 
Call 702-895-2787 for details.

Sept. 25 – 7th Annual Nevada 
Entertainer/Artist Hall of Fame: 
Honoring Southern Nevadans who 
have made a significant impact 
in the arts or architecture. Call 
702-895-4210 for information. 

 


